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 Next Meeting  

Saturday 7th March 2020 

Regolith - How Rocks Feed Plants,          

followed by our  Annual General Meeting 

at Eurobodalla Regional Botanic Gardens 

commencing 10am for a 10.30am start 
 

Despite the Gardens still being closed to the public following the bushfires on New 

Year’s eve, we have been given permission to enter, as a group, and have our meeting 

in the new function room, which is where the old cafe used to be.  

 

Please note the highway gates will be open only for a limited period of time, between 

9:45 am and 10:15 am at which time they will again be locked.  

Similarly, to exit after our meeting, the gate will be manned, and we will all leave at 

the same time. 

Entry is only possible via the main entrance on the highway, and everyone is to park 

in the main car park, from where we will be directed to the building.  

 
The meeting will commence at 10 am for a cup of tea and catch up and then we will have     

Emeritus Professor Tony Eggleton from the Research School of Earth Sciences (ANU),                   

as our guest speaker.  

As always, members are advised to bring morning tea and lunch, and wear sensible clothing and 

shoes suitable for the planned outdoor activities.                                                                                 

Note also that dogs are not permitted at APS activities.                                                                           
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We were fortunate to have Tony speak to us 

about climate change last year.  

Part two of Tony's talk "How rocks feed plants" 

is going to be about the regolith process.             

Tony will explain the meaning of the word and 

enlighten us all once again with the science behind 

the natural processes.  

 

In this case the regolith "is all the material 

between fresh rock and the Earth's surface 

including weathered rock material, both in situ 

and transported, eroded and transported rock 

materials, and a wide variety of terrestrial 

sediments."  

Something we are all becoming more aware of                      

in these times of fire and flood.  

 

Tony will discuss how the regolith impacts plant 

distribution and nutrition along the south coast. 

 

He will also have available for purchase some 

copies of "The Golden Volcano - The Geology of 

Gulaga ($5). 
 

Following Tony’s presentation, and question 

time, we will move straight onto the  

Annual General Meeting. 
 

All positions on the current committee will 

become vacant and President Dianne encourages 

everyone to nominate.  

 

The committee has been functioning with a 

minimum number of members, and anyone 

interested in assisting in managing the Group’s 

affairs would be welcome. 

 

Said Dianne, “Hello prospective and current 

committee members, 

I ask that each member consider nominating, 

and with your support, we can look forward to a fruitful year of activities for APS.  It is not 

necessary that you nominate for an elected position, for even general committee members can make 

useful contributions, offer different  

opinions and ideas, and ease the workload of current committee members.  

I thank you for taking time to consider involving yourself more fully in the Group’s processes”. 

 

Nominations for the Committee have been requested in this and previous newsletters.   

I have attached a nomination form, with an example of a completed nomination as well. (See page 7) 

Could you please print the form off, have it completed and returned prior to the AGM. 

It is acceptable to send a photo or scanned copy as an attachment to an email to the  

Secretary, Paul Hattersley, paul.hattersley26@outlook.com and just present the original to the returning 

officer at the meeting.  

If necessary, other nominations will be accepted from the floor during the election process. 

Plants on rock, photos by Di Clark 
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Annual General Meeting 

President Dianne will open the meeting and ask that minutes of previous AGM, presented by Secretary 

Paul Hattersley, be confirmed. 

There will then be reports from the President (Dianne Clark), the Treasurer (Geoff Gosling) and the 

Membership Officer (Jenny John). Each report will be moved by the originator and a seconder requested. 

Once any questions arising from the reports have been dealt with Dianne will introduce our Returning 

Officer, who will declare all the committee positions vacant, and then go through the nominations that 

have been received, starting with the named positions - president, secretary, treasurer, minutes secretary, 

membership officer, publicity officer and then proceed to any nominations for committee members.  

When all the nominations have been dealt with, a list of the names of those elected and the positions to 

which they have been elected will be included in the minutes subsequently produced.  

The Returning Officer will then hand the meeting over to the incoming president. 

Show and tell 
Before breaking for lunch, members are invited to talk about plants currently flowering in their gardens. 

To make this a worthwhile exercise, please could all members bring along some specimens to 

discuss.  

There will also be plenty of time to catch up, and President 

Dianne will lead an informal session where members are invited 

to hear each other’s stories and to discuss how our gardens and 

bush land have responded to this testing summer.  

After the lunch break, we will be able to wander up to the Nursery 

area to look at how the resilient plants survived the fire, but no 

other areas will be accessible.  

It might also be appropriate to offer, as a group, our assistance to 

ERBG where it might be relevant to the recovery efforts of the 

Gardens. 

 

 

Friends of ERBG Market Stall 
 

The Friends committee has not let fires dampen their      

enthusiasm for raising funds to further develop the Gardens. 

President Heather advises that the Friends will attend 

Art on the Path, Broulee, Sunday 8th March 8:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

This time they will offer home-made confectionery and baked goods as well as our usual wonderful 

plants and preserves.  

It will also give people an unusual last chance to obtain a 2020 ERBG calendar – 

 

quite an historic piece this year since all the photos are pre-fire. 

Make it a dog-walking morning with a difference: drop in to say G’day!  

  

Have a closer look at Brachyscome  triloba (syn. B. angustifolia ssp 
heterophylla) flowers As shown in the lower photo the 'flower' is a compound 
head of many individual flowers 
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Last Meeting,  

Sadly, due to further extreme weather conditions, the 

February meeting was cancelled. 

 

In My Garden 

I can’t help recalling Dinah Washington, whose 1959 classic has 

been on my mind over the past couple of weeks.  

“What a difference a day made, twenty four little hours                                                                      

brought the sun and the flowers, following weeks of pain. 

What a difference a day makes, there’s a rainbow before me                                                                               

skies above might be stormy, since those moments of blue 

It’s heaven when you hear patter on the roof,                                                                                            

what a difference a day made, and the difference is RAIN !”  

 

 

 

 

A call for members to share their experiences 

of the recent devastating fires has met with 

resistance, and this is understandable.  

Who would wish to re-live those horrendous 

days and weeks. 

I did get a quick response from Verna Aslin. 

whose Cobargo property was heavily impacted, 

although thankfully her house was saved from 

damage. The garden not so, and importantly for 

Verna, the loss of her propagation facility has 

been devastating. Unfortunately her photos 

could not be downloaded by your luddite editor, 

but Verna was able to send a copy of a photo 

taken by her son. 

 

 

At the other end of our area, Phil Trickett and Catriona Bate at Milton spent over 6 hours chasing spot 

fires on their property during the height of the inferno which tore through Little Forest area.  

Their efforts were well rewarded, as they managed to save all buildings, and the majority of the display 

gardens. Not faring so well was the rainforest gully below their house, which had dried significantly 

during the drought, and the plants were unable to resist the heat generated by fire as it ripped up the gully.  

 

This photo was snapped whilst sitting in traffic on the highway near Mogo. It's hard to notice, but at the base 
of blackened trees, Xanthorrhoea resinosa is already on the road to recovery, just 2 weeks after the fire 

Eerie light persisted for days after the Cobargo fire, 
painting an almost sepia landscape 



Australian Plant Society South East NSW               Newsletter 157 February 2020 Page 5 

 

As Phil and Catriona said, staying to defend was their 

only option, and as they were well prepared with both 

off-grid power and sufficient water stored, managed to 

stay ahead of the many fires which spotted ahead of the 

main blaze. Just how many spots sought their garden is 

well demonstrated by a myriad of black patches in the 

lawn areas. Although they lost a few precious plants, 

and quite a deal of the windbreak along the fence line, 

most of the grafted plants close to the house were 

saved by quick and consistent effort. Phil remarked that 

he never knew such sustained physical work could be 

so enervating, and it took some time to recover. But 

both were adamant that given similar circumstances 

they would again stay to defend their property.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fires which threatened to envelop Batemans Bay 

struck at the heart of Mogo and raced to the coast 

to Malua Bay.  

Those properties in the bushy slopes around Surf 

Beach were not spared, as Bob and Ruth 

Pulford experienced.  

At the height of the danger, they chose to leave 

for safety, and returned to find their garden 

blackened. Damage to the rainforest gully was 

total, as the large Eucalypts which protected it 

exploded in a fire storm.  

 

Prostrate Banksia integrifolia is no more, but prolific seed fall 
has occurred 

Above, Banksia robur is well on the way to recovery, whilst 
on the right, Isopogons have released a shower of seed, 
which following recent rains might produce a bumper crop of 
seedlings. Phil did mention however that over 500mm of rain 
might just have washed most away. Feast or Famine !  

Green lawn saved the garden beds close to the house of Ruth and 
Bob, but large Eucalyptus pilularis (Blackbutt) carried the fire 
through their property, consuming all the lower storey rainforest 
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Fire burned through the garden and associated infrastructure, but 

amazingly the house remains untouched. It will be a long road to 

recovery, but both are adamant that their garden will be restored. Just 

for now they are pruning, and waiting to see just what will re-sprout 

from dormant buds. The wait will not be long, as all through the 

surrounding bushland, vigorous regrowth is apparent. 

 

Also, in the suburbs, houses and 

gardens were not spared, and in 

Catalina, Geoff Gosling spent an 

anxious few hours  putting out small 

spot fires from embers blowing in 

some distance away.  

Even so, the radiant heat from across 

the road was enough to suck life out of 

all his trees and shrubs, without 

actually setting the leaves aflame.  

 

 

 

As Geoff said, autumn has come early. Just so, 

but don’t be too quick to consider removing any 

damaged plants, as already many have shown 

signs of life, and our recent rains will hurry the 

process. 

I am sure many others have their own stories to tell. We 

understand many not wishing to relate experiences to others, 

but it would be a worthwhile exercise if we could record which plants are survivors in our gardens, and which ones 

did not. It would be appreciated by the committee if all members could note their experience, to enable others to 

gain knowledge. 

Any comments and notes will be treated with respect, and should you not wish to be named, please let us know, but 

please also do consider the value of learning from such events. 

Speaking plants which survived, I noted when assisting in firefighting in our street, that Agapanthus had the life 

sucked from their leaves as we watched, turned white but did not burn. Being South African they have obviously 

adapted to similar events. But please, I am not suggesting you grow these environmental weeds.  

Is there an alternative. Well, Yes. In the same bed as these weeds were growing, a group of Crinum 
pedunculatum, Swamp Lily, survived just as well, and as I write some 6 weeks later, are in full leaf and flowers 

are already opening. These plants can get large, certainly over a metre tall, with strappy leaves up to 15cm wide 

and a metre or more in length. Trunks are stout and up to 15cm in diameter. Such hardy plants might be useful 

Bob reflects on the future of a prized 
Eucalyptus stricta which was started off as a 
seedling, now a multi-trunked small tree. 
Will it survive ? Well, of course, as shown by 
the sprouting at the trunk base. 

Brave shoots, just a couple of 
weeks after the fire 

Not burned, just fried.  

Lilli Pilli, Callistemon and Acacia all look worse for the experience, 
but already there is signs of life. Not too sure about these dwarf 
form of  Acacia cognata though. 
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planted close to buildings as a backdrop to smaller shrubs or to add structure to a cottage type garden. Experience 

shows they do suffer some leaf burn during heavy frosts when planted in the open, but protected sites will well 

reward growers with large sprays of white flowers during the warmer months. Plants are readily propagated by 

seed, and ‘pups’ can be removed from the base of older plants and replanted elsewhere. ERBG often has a supply 

of these, and it might be worth having a look whilst at the next meeting. See Dianne. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOMINATION FORM 

Example of completed form 

Australian Plants Society (APS) South East NSW Group 

Nomination for Committee for 2019 

I, (the Nominator) ___________Dianne Clark____________________ being 

a financial member of APS South East Group 

Nominate____________________Geoff Gosling_______ 

For the Position of,   _______Vice President____________                      

or as an Ordinary Committee Member  

I accept nomination as a Committee Member or for the position specified 

Signature of Nominee _______Geoff Gosling________ Dated    2   /  2   /   2020 

 

Australian Plants Society (APS) South East NSW Group 

Nomination for Committee for 2020 

 

I, (the Nominator) _____________________________________________, being a financial member of 

APS South East Group 

 

Nominate__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For the Position of,   __________________________________________________ 

or as an Ordinary Committee Member  

 

I accept nomination as a Committee Member or for the position specified 

 

Signature of Nominee __________________________________________ Dated       /       /   2020 
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In My Garden 

Tickled Pink about Tickled Pink       by Leigh Murray  

As you can see in the photo, our Leptospermum 'Tickled Pink', one of the Bywong Nursery’s cultivar 

Leptospermums, was looking splendid in October, when 

it was a mass of pink flowers.  

 

To quote from Bywong's description: 'Tickled Pink' is an 

upright growing shrub that has masses of vibrant pink 

flowers in spring. It is hardy and will grow in most 

locations. It will grow to approximately 2m tall and 1.5m 

across."  

This is, indeed, how it grows at our place at Tuross (ours 

is a bit narrower). It's in a sunny bed on the southern side 

of the house where it gets wind-blasted regularly. It has 

proved hardy, attractive, and fills a gap nicely. Unlike the 

claims 'on the packet', our plant doesn't much attract 

wildlife, who heavily favour the less flashy but 

apparently tastier nearby Grevillea 'Coastal Glow' and 

G. 'Poorinda Royal Mantle'. 

Another flashy plant flowering at the same time, and 

close to the 'Tickled Pink' is Isopogon formosus. Our 

plants are less than a metre tall and wide, and the flower 

colour goes well with the 'Tickled Pink'. Together our 

pink-flowering plants make an eye-catching display that 

gives us joy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS                                                                                                                                                           

President, Dianne Clark     Ph 0402 555 330 e. dianneclark293@gmail.com 
Vice-President Geoff Gosling  Ph 0438 286 382   e. geoff.gosling@bigpond.com 
Secretary, Paul Hattersley Ph 0412 426 413 e. paul.hattersley26@outlook.com 
Minute Sec.,     
Treasurer, Geoff Gosling  Ph 0438 286 382    e. geoff.gosling@bigpond.com 
Membership Jenny John            Ph 0437 304 173 e. peteandjenny.john@gmail.com 
Publicity Dianne Clark   Ph 0402 555 330 e. dianneclark293@gmail.com 
Members Marjorie Apthorpe Ph 02 4478 1142   e. aptpal@clearmail.com.au 
  John Knight  Ph 0434 674 347   e. johnonvista49@outlook.com 
Website.                                                                          southeast.austplants.com.au 

Leptospermum "Tickled Pink" 

And just now, Crowea exalata is in full flower, having stood the rigours of long dry spells, and now the rain. Some 
forms of this small shrub have proved extremely reliable, but are happiest when left to their own devices. 

mailto:dianneclark293@gmail.com
mailto:geoff.gosling@bigpond.com
mailto:geoff.gosling@bigpond.com
mailto:peteandjenny.john@gmail.com
mailto:dianneclark293@gmail.com

